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2 FREEDOM 

The boycott that worked 


Two members of the TreetJoin 
Press Collective went to prison tn 
1972 for refusing to fill up torniB 
for the 1971 Census^ 

Their objections to that p^rtictilar 
census were not based on any sen¬ 
sitivity about admitting whether they 
had Inside toilets or not^ nor about 
how many rooms there were In their 
'households',Their objections were 
to the existence of the census at all 
(and, In fact, to the existence of the 
people perpetrating it. )In particular 
they objected to the questions insert- 
ed In that census relating to the 
^ethnic* origins of the populatton be¬ 
ing subjected to the compulsory in 
quisLtlon. 

Our comrades were of course not 
a lone, although few enough went so 
far as to give up their liberty rather 
than collaborate witJi the State's 
impertinence. Many Hiousands of sol 
Id citizens refused to fill In the form 
accurately and at one mass demonstr¬ 
ation in Trafalgar Square, several 
hundred Voung liberals publicly bur¬ 
ned their Census forms. 

To our knowledge none of them 
were prosecuted, nor were many of the 
the rest of the thousands who pirelered 
not to be counted. Our two comrades, 
however, were prosecuted, fined and, 
on refusing to pay their firtes, impr¬ 
isoned, ,, but not for the usual pir- 
anoid reasons with which we boost 

~W!^ 

Following tee recent att-tna of 
the Belgian and Danish embassies 
in Mexico City, Rafael Aguiar 
Tala mantes, li>e leader of tlie 
Socialist Workers' ra.rty of 
Mexico - a typical reformist 
social democratic group - was 
granted an audience with President 
Jose Lofez Portillo yesterday. 

Tala mantes told the president 
of hia party's worries, because 
tn 1079, he said, the SPM had 
been ^'up against a political reality 
that was frankly brutal, In which 
local political bosses and rich land 
holders had obstructed the advance 
of political reform"*, T^laman- 
tes accused members of the 
Institutional Revolutiomiry (stc) 

I^rty which under three 
different names has been in power 
tn Mexico for nearly 60 years'. - 
of fraud aiid terrorising members 
of his [S^rty. 


OUT own importance but for the sim¬ 
ple reason that they lived In a small 
Suffolk village where acta of dls ob¬ 
edience stick out like sore thumbs. 

When you're fighting the State, it 
isn't only who you are that matters, 
but where you are \ 

Anyway, there was sufficient ob¬ 
jection on more constitutional grounds 
to the Census In 1971 for the 'res¬ 
ponsible authorities' to realise that 
that there would have been even more 
today if similar questions were asked 
ed again. So this time they carried out 
out a dummy run in the London Bor¬ 
ough of Haringey...aiKl,as our 
cutting on the front page (from the 
Guardian Thurs. March 20) shows, 
it canw up against a massive pop¬ 
ular boycott, especially from the 
West Indian community. 

A response of little over 50% 
from the entire borough told the 
bureaucrats that there wag not only 
Indifference but hostility to tiieir 
probes. Interestingly Ctnough,among 
those 'dismayed' by the result ta 
the Commission for Racial Ek^i&lity, 
who feel that local authorities meed 
Information of the kind demanded in 
the Census In order to cope with the 
special needs of racial minorities. 
The fact that any school teacher can 
tell the authority about spec tali needs 
In bis or her school, any housing 
officer can discover, if the desire is 

Aguilar Tala mantes explained 
to the iiresldent about a petition 
for the release of 35 n^embers of 
the SPM, who were being held In 
jails throughout the country; and 
pprtlcuferly repression In Jalisco. 

In January this year, said Tala- 
mantes, Jalisco police had 
attacked a "socialist" meeting, 
seriously Injuring 20 members. 

Talamantea was i^rticularty 
worried about the repression, 
because later this year, there 
will be munlcipfll elections and 
changes tn 13 governorships. 

And the Socialist Workers' Tarty 
planned to field candidates in 
various constituencies. Indeed, 
they intend to nominate Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas for the governor of 
Michf^can (C^rderas, son of the 
late president lazaro Cardenas, 
hag also been nominated for the 
same governorship this week by 
the Institutloral Revolutionary 
Party: '), 

mantes reassured Frestdent 
Lofez Portillo, however, that his 
"socialist" party condemned the 


there, how under privileged any min¬ 
ority group Is.. .and minority p’ouiis 
always are, so no great detective 
Work Is necessary...seems to have 
escaped CoRE's notice.As also has 
the fact that central authorlttea al¬ 
ways seem to use Information agalnet 
the people, not for them. 

But that, of course, is an anarchist 
analysis. Just as refusal to co-oper¬ 
ate with the Slate is anarchist action. 

The people of Haringev e.re to be 
Congratulated on having -te-’t two 
fingers up to the Office tjf Population 
Censuses, the result of which has 
been that, not only have the offending 
'ethnic' questions been dropped, but 
the whole Census lias been (fired to 
the bone, rather than jeopardise It 
as a whole. And we hope we are right 
In saying that many whites in Harin¬ 
gey have refused to co-oj^rate with 
It in solidarity with their black neigh¬ 
bours. 

The 1981 Census Is now going to 
be 'the shortest and simplest for 
50 years'. 

Good. For ararchists, the less 
Information the State has about us 
the hotter, for the State is always 
the enemy of the people.Our com¬ 
rades tell us that they are most 
happy that the boycott they took In 
1971 has echoed massively ten years 
later. 

This Is a boycott that worked. 
Direct action-anarchist actlon-that 
put the State on the retreatt 


"takeovers" of foreign embassies 
by groups seeking freedom for 
"political prisoners". He said 
that such takeovers and sit-ins 
were "undoubtedly transnattonal", 
and provocative. He told the 
press that he and other members 
of his [firty "could freely telk to 
the president about obtaining 
liberty for their jailed comrades 
without having to Involve 
embassies". 

But he did not say whether 
Rresident Borttllo or the 'Interior 
Secretariat" (read (s>Utical (xstlce) 
would lake any notice of the good 
"socialist" - and release any of the 
political prisoners or quit terror¬ 
ising opponents, or alleged 
opponents, of the PRI. 

Maybe we shall see 
PEN 

The "reToIutlon"ofl910- 
1920 was supposed to have des¬ 
troyed boss ism and landlordism - 
but not quite : 
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Kronstadt lives 

the strn^le continiies 


Fifty-nine years ago, on ^ferch 17 
1521, the BoisheviK ferty In Pusaia^ 
In the foriri of TrolsKy's Red Army, 
rrassaerea KrotisUdt sallora and 
■sTorJ^ers who called for a ^third revo¬ 
lution’ against the new managers - 
the i:»rty, and for lodeperfedent work 

ers' councils. On March 17th 19S0 
there was a meeting in Central Kali, 
Watmtnster, London, attended by 
2, 500 left-wingers inside and out¬ 
side the Labour f^rty. Billed as 
The Debate (rf the Decade, it was 
rather a series of (attempted) Isc- 
turea from the platlorm from vari¬ 
ous ex-public school ^pes such aa 
Peter Haln (Labour), raul Foot 
(S’VP), Tariq Alt (IMG) and Wedge- 
wood Benn MP (aspiring future 
inrime minister i. along with Stuart 
Holland (left MP) and Hilary Wain- 
fauthor of Be yon d thg Fi^ g - 
menti and fast bec'omTng an accep- 
table 'official spokesperson for the 
women's movement). 

Since It was a ^detflte^ about 40 
London anarchists and autonopilsts 
decided to go and contribute our 
o^rinlons individually and collective¬ 
ly. Can't imaglnfi how we got so 
many tickets ^ free too'.) We sat 
together in the middle downstairs. 
Sfehirally, the structure of the meet¬ 
ing was typically authoritarian, 
with the Leaders on the platform 
due to drone on for an hour while 
mere spectators were allowed up to 
two minutes each afterwards [f they 
filled in a steward’s slip and were 
acceptable ■finough to be chosen. 

Such submissive ness, however, 
never occurred to ua, and we start¬ 
ed heckling straight away, gaihlng 
confidence as time went on. 

Kaln wag the chairmaTL - he's going 


up in the world, chi The first spea¬ 
ker (Hol^nd) was go fucMng boring 
we almost fell asleep - just a few 
shouts like 'Wliat about the workers^’ 
Then tt was Daily Mirror columnist 
Foot, and we decided that since he 
has the opp<|tunlty to air his views 
to 5 million people every week, we 
were going to make our views heard. 
’Tlfty-nlne years ago to this day, 
the Krbns&dt workers were massac¬ 
red by the Bolsheviks - your lot] 
ae com (anted by parlous chants and t 
songs. Then some people In the tjal- 
cony Joined in with 'Get out of Ire¬ 
land', and two people stood up be¬ 
hind the ptatfarm with a huge banner 
saying "Are you with Benn or the 

H-Block men". Stewards tried to 
stop the one shouting, so we shouted 
'Let him speak", ^'Support the 
Armargh women too^\ and "Troops 
Out of Brltatn'\ 

When Benn came on, we drowned him 
out and stewards stated ^thering 
around us, but couldn't get us be¬ 
cause the seats were lixed and we 
were prepared to defend ourselves 
physically. Haln moaned that ^there's 
always a few loonies', and Benn 
said that there must be Spacial 
Branch, CLA & KGB agents present* 
the sa [ne lies to Justify tbe Kron- 
sladt bloodbath. Some of his follow¬ 
ers called us fascists too. ’How 
many jails will you empty, Benn? 
How many police wlU you get rid 
o[7 Will you stop kids being beaten 
in schools?^ one of us shouted. Also 
'Arm the pickets]' 

Benn In fact tardy got a word in, 
and Hain was unable to bring '^order'. 
We tried to get revolutionary ideas 
across about workers^ councils, 
abolishing armies and money and 



opposing all Forties, but either the 
rest of the audience couldn*t mafee 
out what we were saying, or they 
were naturally antagonistic*Many 
chanted 'Out, out; outl ” at us, to 
which we replied 'Sling out the 
platform!' We barely heckled 
Hilary Walnwrlght, who, although 
arguing for extra-parliamentary 
activity and eolleetlve organisation, 
tried not to attack the Labout and 
left i^rties who are out to recuper¬ 
ate and suppress any autonomous 
move ments. 

After 3 speakers from the floor, we 
decided to leave together. We could 
have usefully stayed hut man^ of us 
were bored and frustrated by this 
opfE'essive event. 

Conclusions 

We had tried to bring up revolution¬ 
ary Ideas, Into a manipulated 
debate between Left leaders, while 
the masses were meant to look on 
reverently. No revoluiloiary ideas 
were suggested from the platform 
at all. Our aim was to change both 
the content ^nd the lorm of the meet¬ 
ing, ^rride IRe platform and start 
a direct, revolutionary debate with 
any^l^u the hall wishing to take 
part. The fact that we met with 
hostility from those present shows 
how unimaginative, non-revolution- 
ary and manipulative the Left is, 
and hoiuurgent it is lor us to create 
an independent ararchlst movement 
in industry, in each locality, in all 
fields of life and on the streets. 

We have a long, long way to go and 
have to prejjire and extend at once. 

It Is tr ue to say ttat It la our own 
confusion and inability to develop 
a revolutionary stalegy ttiat has leol 
to our present Incffectlvenesa. 

N B, Pluto f¥ess planned to bring 
cut a book and 30 minute L, P, (for 
£2) of the Debate of the Decade^,, 
but the debate decayed Instead. 

The record should make For very ^ 
interesting Ustenlng If it ever gets 
done, waybe after censorship It'll 
come out as a lO-mlnute single. 

K. Ronstadt. 
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Why padfism is 
morally wrong 


iLet me begin this article by stating 
[that I am a certified list. I 

Ifeel that, without aignificant chants 
in the present fioctal/ecanDinic/tech- 
Tilcal iwii of both Western and Eaat^ 
ern ao^leties^ amrcby la the wtirk 
of*/^tury. If not more. Being a 
gradufiUst, howe^'er. In no way im¬ 
plies that I do not foresee situations 
where there will be attempts at rath¬ 
er rapid change, at revolution. It 
is merely that any realist will realise 
that, even if these attempts don^t 
'land us with something far worse 
than what ejdstied be'hre a la Russia, 
they will still iall far ahort of anar¬ 
chy, Real economic and social 
eta nges are the worK oi gradual 
accumulations of small changes, as 
the history of either bourgeois or 
teChno-bureaucratlc revolutions 
should show uw. 

Having gotten that out of the way, 
however, T sti 11 be lie ve that there 
will be periods during this evolution 
towards anarchy in which it will be 
not only Inevitable but also morally 
desirable that oppressed groups 
use force, viol ent force. ! would 
like to develop this Idea as a res¬ 
ponse to "Anarchy and Violence*^ 
by J, Rapp (FREEDOM Vo 141 No 4), 
as Comrade Rapp^'s arttclefs as 
good an miample as any of the con¬ 
fusion that lies at the tese of paci¬ 
fism. 

To deal with the practical aspects 
first, Rapp devotes very little of 
his article to ^practical’ arguments 
for pacifism, most likely because 
he, like most pacifists, is not really 
interested in practlcaHtles so much 
as in moral j us tifi cation. The only 
'practical’ argument that I could 
dice out of his essay was the idwa 
that, because violence is used in a 
revolution, It Is likely to perpetuate 
itself In a vicious eyete. In such a 
vicious cycle, anarchists, because 
their Ideas handicap them mLlitarily, 
are almost certain to come out tiic 
losers. Looking back on such events 
as the Spanish Civil War, one can ■ 
see that this Is probably true, iron, 
a narrow military viewpoint. ^>1 the 
other hand, the record of pasAii/e 
resistance, when It faced a deter¬ 
mined enemy, e.g. Stalin’s Russia 
or Rttler's Germany, rather ttan 
'clvlllsEtf imperialists like the 
iBrltlBh In India, leaves us no illu¬ 
sions that a dreamy pacifism Is 
any better. E one wants to cite 
blatGO'y one should cite all the facts 
[relevant to the t^se at hand. One 
:shOuld.also cite them truthfully. 

The idea tlat village or tribal com¬ 
munities in ancient times would not 
defend themselves E ca^stbelifl 
simply nonsense. So is the Idea Elat 
[the European re Ugious dissidence 


of the Middle Ages was ^ly^s non¬ 
violent. 

No, there are many dEferent 
conclusions tlat one can draw irom 
the failure' ol pest attempts at 
Tevolution. ''Revolution", in one 
sense of the word (not mine) being 
a violent contest in which one side 
will come out the winner (or a 
ccalition of sides), it is not stating 
anything really profound to say that 
the side with &e best army will win. 

A 'revolution', however, is a com¬ 
plex mixture of events and Feelings, 
ft is surely reductionist to isolate 
one factor, violence, and proctaim 
it to be the revealed truth of why 
revolutions fail. Equally important 
ia disorder, for example. Revolu¬ 
tion are extremely confused eventa. 
Systems of production break down, 
and, despite certain people’s naive 
belief In the ablll^ of ^"331 numbers 
of people to 'muddle through', with 
nothing more than a religious devo- 
tiuii*>s the 'idea', people get hungry, 
cold, frightened, etc. They demand 
a strong t^rty, a leader, because 
they see such as the only way tliat 
they arc going to relieve their Imm¬ 
ediate pain. 

There are other factors, possibly 
dozens of them, that add up bo one 
Conclusion. The clances of anarchy 
coming Into being from a revolution 
are very slim indeed. This does not 
mean, however, that anfltrehista 
should not [^rtlcLpate in revolutions. 
Going telck to the 'realistic' view 
I outlined at the beginning, It Is 
obvious that anarchists (and the 
'nesses') should be well armed, as 
we 11 as their inherent weaknesses 
let them be, and should partici|&te' 
activeiy In the dfrectl l yoT the revo 
lution. Just ag no revolution is like ly 
to result in ararchy, so no revolution 
will always and everywhere end up 
Ini the same result. There are 
systems that wlU allow for continued 
evolution towards anarchy. In a more 
or less rapid and orderly fashion, 
and there are systems that 'freeze' 
all self initiative of the 'massea' 
and end up requiring yet another 
revolution merely to get back to 
square one. 

During a revolution, attarchists, 
tf they 'believe In violence', are in 


a posLEon to threw their weight be¬ 
hind one or the other jftrty. n they 
are large enough they may even b4 
the deciding factor In who wins. The 
choice Is obvious. One throws one's 
lot in with the side that will likely 
allow the masses the most oppor¬ 
tunity to organise thentselves 'after 
the revoluEoti'. This requires a 
cold hearted and clear headed cal¬ 
culation, not maral lectures* This 
calculaEon was why the Spinlsb 
amirchlsts were right to support the 
popular front, even U they were verf 
wrong In some of theit tactics, like 
entry Into the goi-'ernment. This cal- 
culaEon is why anarchists would be 
wise to give what little support they 
can to the Second InterjiaEonal 
'tercertstas' In Nicaragua rather 
ba n to either the Liberal (read U, S. 
dominated) or left-wing (read Mos¬ 
cow line communists). This doe an't 
mean that we don't attempt a baLvn* 
cing act to prevent the social democ¬ 
rats from toaEHlly monopolising the 
the pollttcal life of the country, but 
It does mean we have clear Idea 
of where our physical satety Res, 

It also means that we have a clear 
idea of where the physical safety, 
economic benefit and range of free¬ 
dom for the vast majority lies. There 
la one thing for which I will always 
be grateful to my naoatly unhappy 
childhood acquaintence with the 
Catholic Church. This Is the lesson 
that there are sins of ommlssion as 
we Li as those of commlsBlor. To 
sit tack, with a smug sense of 
moral superiority, while a ruthless 
tyranny rides to power is not 
moral. It is the very helghToT Im- 
morality. It Is murder Just as 
surely as E we were manning the 
giard staEons in the death camps* 
This is the basic dilemma of ^ci- 
flam* tts haste immorality, the 
worm of e^41 at the heart of its 
glittering facade* We are not Just 
responsible for what we do*We are 
responsible for what we ^^on't do. 

To argue bu analogy: U you have a 
gun and you see a group of thugs 
attacking another person on. the 
street, you are responsible for 
coming to that person's aid. In the 
real world, this one, groups of 
thugs don't listen to moral lectures. 
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They listen ta a 'Weapon polnte^l 
their way* You may wish to mlnLmLse 
the use of force* You nay merely 
threaben. Or you may shmt bo 
wound rather than to KllU But, If 
you refuse to halp^ If you choose 
to preserve your moral pu^ty, you 
are just as respooalble for any 
harm'to the vlttlnj as any of the 
thugs, 

ChPi^glng up to give a moral lec¬ 
ture, sacrificing yourself (and the 
victim) on the altar of pacifism, 
doesn’t get yoiu out of the moral 
bind either. The fca&tc evil of paci¬ 
fism Is not that It Is cowardly. It 
ts not that it Is Incapable of making 
qraud romantic gestures. No. the 
lABie evil ^t It gives people a 
moral, a psevdomsiral, Justification 
for refjsing posatble help. Sure 
revolutionary situations don’t tend 
to lead to anarchy. But they sure as 
hell will lead to the worst possible 
event unless anarchists act to pjsh 
them In libertarian dtrc^'+ions, 

I would like to go further into 
Comrade Rapp's rather twisted 
display of deductive logic, logic that, 
for example, allows him to claim 
that Kropotkin ie wrong for tJilnklng 
that kilUni: tyrants I a an example 
of 'Tils standards of morality (that) 
exist as an objective truth for all 
to follow" while, of course* Rapp's 
advocacy of universal [p.ctftsin as 
an objective truth for all to follow 
is somehow different. This sort of 
thlulclng is typical of the 'magic 
word’ form of sljogaiieering.lt Ls 
really ire triendously faddish among 
the more liberal end of the liber'* 
larlan apectrlim. It Is a form of 
doublethink Ua t Is hard to recog** 
nlee for a lot ol people. As both an 
ex-Catholic and an ex-Marxist I 
find It dlBgustltigly ta mi liar. In the 
case of a libera 1 the sleight of 
hand is thus; any, and I do mean 
any serious moral stand can be 
listed around and 'deduced’ into 
an advocacy of an ’objective' sUn 
dard of njorality. This supposedly 
proves it wrong* and thought ends 
right there* 


The almost inevitable conclusion 
of this abandonment ol any objective! 
kandards is* quite obviously* that 
One adopts whatever standards happen 
papped to 'feel good'. This, 
fortunately, is, 9 times out of 10, 
f atever is fashionable at the 
foment* This fashion is never 
subjected to same rigo rous 
iriticism that the unfashionable 
lobjective standards’ are. Fashion 
doesn't have to be that of the major 
society, as the 'natural' cult of the 
jast decade should demonstrate. AH 
toat is required Is enough of a 
iubcultuie to shield one from the 


larger society* and* in the case of 
fipctfian., the rem ants of the 
icounler'- culture provide this shielL 
quite well, 

r lam not a rationalist myself. If 
pressed 1 would style myself an 
empiricist. Yet reason does have itfe 
limited: value* if backed up by real 
events and objects. To strike at the i 
Idea that there are ‘objective' 
standards is to strike at what 
limited good reason can do us. Any 
^objective' standards derived from 
real facts and (limited) deduction 
are subject to modification if more 
facts come in. They are Still* 
however* objective. Rapp would 
have all idea of 'objectivity' in such 
matters ruled 'out of order'. Falling 
into fads is probably the least of our 
worries Should large nwribersof 
people accept such an attitude, or 
need we rake the kisae of 'Aryan 
sconce’ or 'proletarian science' 
over the coals once more ? 

Obviously not all pacifists resort 
to such arguments to justify their 
beliefs, I am also of the belief that 


Comrade Rapp is fully capable of 
be ing able to see both the illogicai 
and dajigerous destination of the 
ideas he is trying to put across 
without changing his pacifist be lie fs 
one lota. Pacifism is not necessarily 
ccjuiected to such subterfuge, in the 
san^e way that it is necessarily 
connected with the evil of omiuission. 
The general moral tone, however* of 
most Western pacifism (I ajn really 
unfamiliar with the Indian variety) 
is very, very conducive to picking 
up such methods of justification, 
probably due to the religious tinge 
that much of it has. To be quite 
frank* the general habits of thought, 
or lack thereof, in the pacifist ranks 
only scare me less than those of the 
Marxists amd the Catholic Church 


because of the general lack of 
effectiveness of pacifists, doe is 
left with the question: if pacifism* 
because of its inability to make a 
convincing enough case otherwise, 
has to resprt to 'sloppy thinking', 


what is Its major eltect on non- 
paclfists ? Does it encourage 
peacefulness or does its effect come 
more through Its method of 
argument ? Does it ad one more naif 
bo the coffin of reason and put One 
more brick on the wall that barbar iorn 
is building to enclose us ? This is not 
an arguineil against pacifism in 
general, but it is an argument against 
the 'complex' of ideas that much 
Western pacifism Is associated with. 

In conclusion then, pacifism is 
morally wrong, as well as pracUcalLly 
foolish. E is morally wrong in both a 
general sense and in its present semi- 
counter-culture incarnation. This 
conclusion is* ironically enough, 
particularly valid from an 'evolution 
'evolutionary' rather than a 
'revolutionary' viewpoint. In this 
article 1 haven't had space to go into 
why 'revolution' is not a viable 
anarchist alternative. Perhaps in the 
future. TO realize that pacifism, as 
a principle, is wrong, says nothing 
about what tactics are appropriate at 
any given time. These have to be 
determined empirically and not* as 
the pacifists would have us do* 
deduced from first principles* 

P. Muriagh 


DESIRES 

TWO COMRADES from ’'The Soil 
of Liberty"* Mlnuesola will be spend¬ 
ing 10 days In London In Aprtl/Mky* 
Could anyone able to put them up 
please contact FREEDOM. 


"Home leas comrade aeeks room in 
central or north London. Can afford 
up to E16 p,w,Am responsible and 
quiet. Very desperate-please help] 
contact Henry c/o Jes 400 72^1 


NORTH LONDON COMMUNE* 
attempting te run on-aiarchlst basis 
seeks new membera* 7 St, I^uls Fd, 
Nil* tel SO® &B2S (non-smekers* 
meat eaters) 
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THECUTS 

tTHE CUTS 

^ It seems that every day the 
government announces more cuts in 
public services - hitting health, 
edmcatlon, scmial services^ etc^« 

!ln short everything, that is except 
'necessities' like the police, army 
and judiciary which will be needed 
to supress our discontenL 

However, in our rush to blame 
Thatcher and the Tories, let's not 
lall into the trap of assian ing that 
Labour are any belter - remember 
It was Callaghan's Government 
which started the current cutbacks, 
'So let's not be taken in by Labour's 
brocidile tears. 

We have to light the cutbacks - we 
have no choice. We can't afford 
Harley Street or Eton and in some 
cases our lives will depend on it. 

We must go much further than 
simply fighting the cuts though. 
Remember that the Welfare State 
has its beginnings in the state 
concern that not enough recruits to 
the army were suitable as cannon 
fodder during the Boer War, rather 
than any concern for working class 
well-being. Don't think that things 
have changed much since then 
either - our needs are only 
secondary to the Slate's and 
employers need for an educated and 
heaJthy workforce. 

If tlK Welfare Slate existed for 
bur benefiL rather than the state's, 
why is it that, for example, 
pensioners are left to live in 
poverty and die in squaller ? The 
answer is simply that the old and 
the chronicly-sick are on the scrap 
heap as far as the state is 
concerned^ 

Yes, we must fight the cuts but, 
for our own sake, we must go much 
further. We must take over and 
organise public services ourselves, 
lor our own benefit. We must, at 
the sanie time^ take control of 
industry so that we can build a 
belter society. In this way we can 
do away with the need to go to the 
state cap-in-hand lor unemployment 
benefit simply by removing the 
cause of unemployment and the 1001 
other social ills that plague us. 

Direct Action Movement - 
Manchester Branch 109 Qsford 
^oad, Manchester Ml TDU. 


NELF&S/SWP/SWSO 


The Eds., 

1 am not often given to agreeing 
with the actions of the SWP, but I 
would think that NELP Anarchist 
Society might give more attention 
to the SWSO argument on support 
supporting the boycott on the 
Moscow Olympics. (Your issue 
March 15th J 

Your own editorial sometime agO' 
pointed out that far from 'deviating 
from the actions of civilized nation 
nations' Russia was In fact 
conforming to those of capitalist 
nations. The Mexico Olympics svere 
held at the time of a massacre of 
Mexican protestors, and of univers 
universal Western support for the 
Atnerican war in Vietnam. 


The boycott is an excellent tactic 
when used at the request of the 
inhabitants of a country (South 
African fruit workers, California 
ditto, Spanish workers in ihe: 
tourist industry,) If it is to be 
extended to the international 
crimes of countries, and if it is 
done in conjunction with other 
states, which them seIt'Ss have 
committed commensurate crimes, 
then those who advocate it ha%'e to 
demonstrate: 

(a) that it will actually help those in 
whose support it: is supposedly done 
done^ and 

(b) that they are not playing the 

International Real-politik of 

rival states, 

I don't think ME LPA5 na^ shewn 


GET 


eitlur. 


L, D. Weiiingion. 


Aiiarchy& 


STUFFED! violencB 


The Editor, 

G, Minshullmust reLiiember if 
anarchists find it distaeteful to get 
involved with tlie working class in 
industry. Be must ahso not mind if, 
when a crisis occurs and he wants 
to advise them - they tell him to go 
and get stuffed. They find it hard 
to trust their 'leaders' why should 
they trust outsiders, who despise 
their way of life. 

They may not be roon antic enough 
in their existence, but they are the 
only thing the capitalists are really 
Scared of - even Geof realises how 
crucial they are - clever boy : 

If Item 4 of ^Paid jobs' is the 
serious anarchist attitude to 
Industry then Capitalism has 
nothing to Learn from them, and 
the-working class would rather they 
stayed in that pub,, 

Yours faithfully, D. Hallswood. 


PREEDOM NEEDS TYPISTS 

If you can type, you can help 
us I You don't have to commit 
yourself to reguJar appearances, 
but we do occasionally need people 
A very short notice for 1 or 2 
evenings* If you could work with us 
on this basis, please get In touch* 
We 're dying to hear from you l! 

We would also like a (or some) 
tceiilar typists - get In touch soon. 
Uernijg Is done on Monday and 
Jhursday evenings - please contact 
VS then on 01-247 9249* 


Dear FREEDOM, 

One of my reactions io John 
Rapp's FREEDOM article, "A-^sr- 
chy and ViolenceIs to artac^- bis 
impUctt assumption that there are 
only two sorts of anarcMs:, 
^pacifist'and 'vf.Tlent\ He under¬ 
estimates the great varfet*.' of 
positions which people hold as re¬ 
gards violence* One belief La tbae 
of people like myself, who will 
avoid violence whenever ^sslble 
but who feel that sometimes defen¬ 
sive 'violence' can be the only res¬ 
ponse to certain outbreai:^ oi ex¬ 
treme lyaf^esstve a nd tif uisl 
human vtofcnce, U a Hitler comes 
my 'way I'll have to fight, as Tz- 
not pret&red to tamely allTw z:y- 
aelf and' other people to be lead off 
to concentration camps fsayine 
''T^ace, man"?) without puttins up 
armed restslance* As an aT:arcblst 
one can be against both ^Holence 
and pacifism* 

I^ul Durrutl Columnist* 

AHSWERS? 

Dear Sir, 

If the masses are reaiiy 
stupid, matertaJiSLic and -asily- 
Ifid as Jeff Robinson clacr-5 and I 
am inclined to agree with htr. now 
on earth could an anarchist =dcieEy 
ever be set up, let alone work ? 

Yours faithfully, Jchn L. Eroom 
Strom ness* 







FREEDOM 7 


Go-ops fair 

piarw are afoot for a summer 
fair this year to celebrate the 
CO - op movement in this country, 

Tn mid - January people from 
several co ops met near Leeds 
to begin orgardstog for the event. 
At the moment things are still a 
bit vague, but we Intend to hold a 
CO - operative trade fair, to 
strengthen the llnKs between 
CO - ops, to challenge tradttioial 
worK and home life, to discuss 
common principles, differences 
and difficulties and to show the 
general public, for the first ffme, 
the CO - Operative movement as 
a whole. 

In the CO - op fair's ftrst news- 
letter, they say ^'common owner¬ 
ships and collectlvea are still a 
very minor form of organisation 
and we have yet to develop some 
unity. Union maaes os an effect-^ 
ive force towards social change." 

The fair will Include aLl co - 
ops in Brltatn, aT>d a few from 
outside. Co - ops engaged in 
similar activities will design 



We have received a letter from 
aji Iranian anarchist group operating 
Irom the same addr^LSS as the 
t’rench Anarchist Federation (3, Rue 
Temaux, 75011, Paris). This group 
had planned to publish, a magazine in 
^arsi, called 'N ala man' ('No 
Authority')* However, tl»re HVere 
^lays, and in the meantime another 
aper, using the saniie name, 
ppeared in Tehran (see FREEDCM. 
j/ol. 40. No* 22). Tlifi group in 
Paris attempted to contact these 
pthers, but received no reply. They 
lire angry, as they had previously 
announced their intension to use the 
title. Now, their paper has appeared 
atUl called 'Nafa^nlan^ It can be 
distinguished from the other, (if you 
read Farsi :) as it carries the name 
of its founder, Ahmad - Heza 
Eavanbakhshp The Paris group axe 
eu^icious of the Tehran NaXarnan', 
considering that its publishers are 
psing the into mat ional anarchist 
tnovement for their own ends. We’ll 
give more details when we 've sorted 
it out ,,. , 

There are a couple of other active 
Irani groups. The Malatesta Group' 


stalls and exhibitions as a group. 

Stalls will include trade items, 
exhibits, music, acting and 
cartoons. Also groups are asked 
to demonstrate their history or 
their purpose in being a co -op. 

The organisers are relying on 
flim, music and theatre collec- 
ttves to provide a constant 
element of fun and entertainment. 

In order to organise the fair a 
aeries of delegate meetings will 
be held, the Intention Is to work 
with no hierarchy, for it to be 
every co-ops fair. 

All CO « opa, collectives etc., 
are urged to become Involved. 

The fblr is planned for July 13th- 
20th, at Beechwood near Leeds. 

For full details, how to become 
a delegate, how to help organise 
toe fair, how to attend: 

Confect: Co - op Fair, 

Beechwood College, 
Elmete Lane, 

Poundhay, 

Leeds LS8 2UQ. 

Phone 0532 720205 

Cliff Harper 


Disrates in Iran. They announce the 
basis of their prograjume as^ 

1) Autogestion, that is to say the 
abolition of capital and die formation 
of factories and enterprises without 
owners and without bosses 
Z) Fedcralijsn, links to co-ordinate 
economic, social and cultural 
activities in order to avoid the 
appearance of power and leaderships. 

The group reject terrorism and 
consider that masa struggle is the 
only way to achieve a free society. 
They have links with the ’Kaveh ' 
group, who work abroad and with the 
Tehran Libertarian Group, who 
campaigned against toe recent 
elections. 


APOLOGY A ISP A PPEAL 
We apologise for tS^fiict that the 
typesetting of some Items in this 
week''s News Section falls well 
below our normal standard. This 
Is beeauae our regular typist is on 
holiday, and at least one of her 
replacements has the fluL if you 
can type PLEASE get in touch; 


INBRIEF 

As you will have noticed the jud¬ 
iciary has come In for a certain 
amount of critlslsm lately. Tlwre 
have been hints of bigotry and bias. 
Their military wing, the police Torce' 
has suffered even more abuse, with 
Insinuations of corruption, brutality 
and murder. One aspect of their work 
which has tend to partlculae muttering 
Is their Insistence on using the iro- 

visions of Section IV of the 1824 Vag- 
rency Act, which is very useful in 
preventing loitering ^'wtth intentfon 
to commit an arresfebte offence". 

The impartial application of this few, 
in order to rid toe streets of black 
Tnuggera,has produced a predictable 
chorus of squeals from pinko do- 
gooders. This has built up to the ex¬ 
tent that toe law may have to dropped. 

But never fear.A, J;E.Brennan, 
Deputy Secretary in the Home Office, 
has been exercising himself on this 
matter, Htfi conclusions will be heaxt- 
erdng to all respecfeble citizens. The 
gap left In police powers will not 
"necessarily" be ’Intoterabte".T}E 
community would have to ''Yeconcile" t 
Itself with toe gap and FbrliamerLt 
would have to decide if and how it 
should be filted. 


Ayatollah Khomeini, Cod^s repres¬ 
entative on Earth, has resurfaced after 
after his hospital confinement. Rest¬ 
ed by the break be inks condemned, 
strikes, go-slows and the ''unauthori- 
Ised'’ exprepriation of property. I^o- 
pte who resort to the use of guns are 
catorgarlsed as 'dictators, whoo will 
not let you breathe if they come to 
power." 


CL0eiI^_TTfE DOORS 

irhe CfiRAlibrary at Geneva is 
temporarily closed,due to mamge- 
ment problemB.We can use all your 
CO -operation and support. 

Those who have borrowed pnb- 
Ifcatlons are begged to return them 
for inventor^ purposes. No Inquiries 
will be answered except to Indicate 
other spi;claused centres capable 
of assisting researchers. 

We thank our readers for their 
understanding and all publishers for 
toetr Contributions. 

The reopening of CIRA will be 
announced in doe course. 

The Librarians 
(CIRA is the Centre InternattojfeI Ite 
Recherches Sur L'Aiferchlsme. EDSJ 










FREEDOM CQfJTACTS 


GROUPS 

INLANO 

ABERDEEN 1ib ert a rian gr ou p» 

Street, Aber^ej^IK 

ABERYSTWYTH David Fletcher, 

5 9 C a mbr 1 an St ^ ^ Afagi^^wy th ^ 

BELFAST anarchist CQllaetlve, 

Juat BoakB, 7 WiDetavern St.^f 

BIRBINGKAM anarcHiat/anarcha- 

feminista meet Sundayg. Con¬ 
tact Aliaon at Peace Centre, 

18 Moore St.^Ringway, Bir- 
mingham 4 (tel^ QRl 0996) 

BRlGHTOir Libertarian life 

group, c/o Studonta Union, 
Palmer House, Univ. of Sussex, 
Pnlme-r . BrlffhtOnt 

BRISTtiL. City : 'S "Brltigh R&ad, 

Bristol BST3B'*f. 

StudentB : Libertarian Society, 
Students Union, Queen’s Hoa^T 
Brigtal, 

SAEBmSF anarctiiatst BOX A, 

ITfirphr-i rl^e. 


"Alfefnattve Res¬ 
earch groupt Wally BarneSt 
Eliot Coljeget University of 
Ke nt i_ Cant gr bury . _ . 

^ARIilF?’ write c/o One-U-Elgnt 

Book ahor, IPS Sallsbur.y ftoad. 

COVENTRY j John" Inglan'f^ Stud- 

ents Union» Univ. of Tar.vick, 
C oventry' ___ 

EERBY. Contact Andrew HuckerV 

49 Weatleigh Avenue, Derby 
!iBY Uel. ’^68678^, 

mitB' A.&.fi. Colieckve, 7 

Ballsbrldge Avg,,Dublin.Fire* 

EAST ANGLIAN Libertarian^, 

Martyn Everett, 11 Gibson Gar^ 
dens. Saffron Walden, Essex, 

anarchists, meet 6 pm 
Mondays at Pirst of May Book- 
B hopi_4^ Niddry St,,Edinburgh . 

^YETER'anarchtet colTective qo 

Community Asen., Devonshire 
Hcubo. Stocker Rd,, _E xeter. 

GLASGOW anarchist group; John 

Cooper, 34 Raithburn Avenue, 
Castlcmilk, Glasgow G45. 

HAETiRGS anarciiist group c/o 

Solatiee, 127 Bohemia Rd., St. 
Leonards on Sea, Sussex (tel. 

'4 295371, _ 

Libertarian Collective, 

23 Auckland Ave., Hull, West 
Humberside, 

LEAMINGTON * Warwick c/o 42 

B ath Bt L^^lngton Spa. 

lAMHlTEPt AiflrchiBt Group, c/o 
Adrian James, S.D.U,C,, Lampeter, 
Dyfed,SA48 TED^Waka 

LEEDS. Lave Brown, 30 Pnrk Row, 
Knareeborough (near Harrogate), 

N. Yorkshire^ ___, 

LETCESTEB, BkcKthorn Books, 74 
Hlghcrose St, l£ic. tel, 21S9S and 
libertarian Educatton, 6 Beaconsfleld 
Rd.l£lc,tel 5&2UB5 
LONDON anarchist FSMINBTS, 
Box 33^Hleli^ Free, 1B2 Dpper St. 
London Nl 


Anarchy Collective. 37a Gros- 
venor Ave*, (tel. 359 

4794 before 7 pDi)* 

Pr-edoffi Collective, 04B White¬ 
chapel High St. (Angel Alley) 
E.I' (tel, 247 9249)- 
Hackney anarchists: Contact 
Dave on 249 7042. 

Kingston anarch!atSi 13 Den¬ 
mark Rd*,Kingston-upon-ThQme3 
(549 2564). 

London Workers’ Groups Box W, 
182 Upper St.,N.l(249 7042) 
meetings Tuesdays Spm at Metro¬ 
politan pub, 75 Farrlngdon ,'ld. 
Love V. Power, E-ox 779+ Peace 
News London Office^ 5 Caledon¬ 
ian Road, N+1+ 

West London anarchists, 7 Pon- 
nard Road, W.12. 

VOMl&fER area, ^ock 

Spence, Birchwood Hall, Stot- 
T idge+ Malvern + Wgrcj^ _ 

EID-SUS3EK * south Coast anar- 

chiata, c/o Resources Centre, 
North Rd. .BriKhton * E, Sussex., 

ETMTHT anarchlatST c/o Free¬ 

wheel Community Books, 56 St. 
Be nedicts St., Norwich. . _ 

c/o MiJ3hrooiE+ 10 

Hcathcott; St. (tel.562506) or 
15 ScotholEe Av., Hyaou Green 
( tel. 709302)+ __ 

uLDH/dSi. Nigel Broadbent, 14 

W'eatminstcT Rd. , Failswortht 
M anchester _—— 

UKPQHD“uharchiat group c/o 

Danny Simpson, Exeter College. 
Anarchist Workers group ditto, 
An.ircho-Fejninista c/o Teresa 
Thornhill, 34 Divinity Rd. 


Solidaril 

ty c/o 34 

Cowley Rd. 

paTIiIy“i 

[College) 

anarchist 


group, c/o Students Uniort + 

■ R^n f rewahlr e+ 

READING^snarcfilets c/o Ms. 

Ehevek, Clubs Office, Student 
Unlgfii WhitekntKht3+ Reading. 

RHONDDA & Midglamorgan. Henning 

Anderacn, 'Smiths Arma'+ Tre- 
herbertji^ Mldglapiorgan^ _Wal_c_a_,_ 

SHEFFIELD anarchists; c/o 4 
Havelock Square^ Sheffield 
SlO 2FQ+ 

Libertarian Society; PO Box 
1 69+ Sheffield Sll SSE. 

SWANSEA; Don WllliaiEO, 24 Der]^ 

w.vTi , _ Dun u an t + Swans ea. 


ifu, ^nu[ 

A'INDOM ai 


SWINDON area; Mike. GroundswalL 

F arm, Upper Strattan. Swindon,. 

^ESTOR-auper-Mare; Kartyn Red¬ 

m an. Plat 5. 23 Milton Road. 


N'AnONAL 


MIDLANDS Federation: groups i 
include Birmingham, Uovenltry, 
Do rby + Learnin gt on/Varwic k + 
Leiceater+ Nottingham, Shef¬ 
field. 

NORTH EAST An&fchlet Federa¬ 
tion' Secretariat .HLC 23 Auck¬ 
land Avenue, Hull. 

THAMES VALLEY anarchist feder¬ 
ation - contact Oxford or 
Reading group. 


fraodamPxMt 

r» , mtwT , lJ ^ _ 

eib WHiriCHAIXL EUDH WT. 

UtnjOBTLl 

DIRECT ACTION Movement+ Sec. 

26 Lucknow Drive, Sutton- In^ 
Ashfield, Notts. Manchester 
DAM Group Box 20+ 161/“Corn 
Exchange Buildings, Hanging 
Ditch, Manchester K 3DK 
Groups in London & Leeds also. 

SOLIDARITY libertarian commun¬ 
ist organisation (publ. 'Soli¬ 
darity for Social Rovolution’) 
c/o 123 Lathom Rd+, London i6 
Groups & meras, in Jtehy towns* 

anarchist COilMUNIST Associaticn 
of class struggle anarchists 
(publ. "Bread and Roses’), Box 
2, 136 Kingsland FLigh 5t + - 
London ES. 


MEETiNGS 


DAM PUBLIC meet ing 

Thurs. ^ AprtL SpmrST^tF &- G+APTEff 

Fatrtteld St. MANCHESTER. 

"Whats Wrong With The TU’3'\ Jim 
Petty, v.prea, Burtiley Tradca Coun. 

WOMEN AND P^ISQffi 
On sA'fl APRIL 12th,at Conway Hall, 
Fed Lion Square,WCl, there wUl be 
a day of activities, dlaousalon atkl 
Information on this topic* Areas we 
hope to cover are the present stt- 
uatton of wo men in British gaols, 
interna ti oia li perse cti ves, a iter riatlve s 
groups now active and what we can 
do In the present towards the com¬ 
plete aboUtlon of prisons, 

LIVERPOOL: Liberty Hall mtea 
in the Everyman Bistre. Hoft 
St. every Sunday 6 pm. 

March 30. T he 1980 Sui* I- 
Polish Girls Show , 'alterr.-.t- 
ive view of the army by &-1- 
woman cast*, (noh-cieabere I'OpJ. 
April 6. Benefit for KerSeV- 
aide Anti-Nuclear Action It. 

Bar -i disco to 11.30 (£1.50 
waged, £l unwaged). 

April 20. 1984 Comln,; on 

Tima? Duncan Campbell discui- 
ses the sinister side of new 
m icroelectron loe techaol^'^"- 

"CiXPORD: Anarchist/libertEiriar 

conference late June* Oxfcrl 
anarchiet group would like con¬ 
ference to be structured ac¬ 
cording to the priorities of 
the groupa i orgs. attending. 

So pleaee send suggostiOhe+ 
ideas for workshops, coziTit- 
ment to write discuaaicr. papers 
to; Mark Leopold or Tony, " c 
St+ Cleir=ents+ Oxford. Tirs-peble 
and further details will izIItx 
resDOnse* 

LONDON 

April 13 Discussion sn 
Tsa at Mafchmbnt Coir^ur'iTy ler- 
fret 62 Marchmont St* w'l 7^ 
(Org, by LibOfitarian Allr ir.ce - 
'for Life, Liberty and Iroperty' 




















































Anarchisi H Review 

Freedom 


29 MARCH J9S0 
Vo/41, Ho. 6 


Malatesta s 

Anarchist 

Promunme 


The next congress of the UAi (Fedemtion of Italian Anarchists) will be taking the 
opportunity to reaffirm its belief in^ and dedication to the reaiisatioa of, 'Mabitesta's 
Anarchist Programme’ adopted hy the congress in 1920. It has freeir reprinted in 
the March 9th, issue of Umanita Mova (Udim anarchist weekly! ^ttd tve too feel it 
worth restating. Eds, 


1 Aim!S and Objecttves 

We believe thai most of the Ills that afflict mankind stem 
from a bad soeia] organisation; and that Man could destroy 
them if be wished and knew how^ 

Present society is the result of ag&lDng struggles of man 
ap^inst man. Not understanding the advantages that could 
accrue for all by cooperation and solidarity; seeing in every 
other man (with the possible exception of those closest to 
them by blood ties) a competitor and an enemy> each one of 
them sought to seenre for himseir. the greatest number of 
advantages possible without giving a thought to the interests 
of others. 

In such a struggle, obviously the strongest or more for¬ 
tunate were bound to win. and in one way or another subject 
and oppress the losers. 

So Jong as Man was unable to produce more than was 
strictly needed to keep alive, the conquerors could do no more 
than put to Right or massacre their victims, and seize the 
food they bad pthered. 

Then when with the discovety of grazing and agriculture 
a man could produce mote than what he needed to live, the 
conquerors found it more profi table to reduce the conquered 
to a state of slavery, and put them to work for their advan^ 
tage. 

Laier, the conquerors realised that it was more con¬ 
venient. more profitable and oertain to exploit the labour of 
others by other means: to retain for themselves the exclusive 
right to the land and working implements, and set free the 
disinherited who, hrtding themselves without the means of 
life, were obliged to have recourse to the landowners and 
work for them, on their terms. 

Thus, step by step through a most compllcaicd series of 
struggles of every description, of invasions, wars, rebellions. 


■ tt Arm/xkiM ivk$ drifted bjf Militeati, ind adopted 

ihe Unjone Anirchka ttltilP* H ita Ooilirei* in Solorni (1S20) 


repressions, concessions won by struggle, associations of the 
oppressed united for defence, and of the conquerors for attack, 
we have arrived at the present state of society, in which some 
have inherited the land and all social wealth, while the mass 
of the people, disinherited iq all respects, is exploited and 
oppressed by a small po^ssmg class. 

From all this stems the misery in which most workers 
live today, and which in turn creates the evils such as ignor¬ 
ance, crime, prostitution, diseases due to mal nutrition, mental 
depression and premature death. From all this arises a special 
class (government) which, provided with the necessary means 
of repression, exists to legalise and protect the owning class 
from the demands of the workers; and then it uses the powers 
at its dLsposai to create privileges for itself and to subject, if 
it can, the owning class itself as well. From this the creation 
of another privileged class (the dei^J, which by a series of 
fables about the will of God, and about an after-life etc., 
seeks to persuade the oppressed to accept oppression meekly, 
and (just as the government does), as well as serving the 
interest of the owning class, serves its own. From this the 
creation of an offleial science which, in 'all those matters 
serving the interests of the ruling class, is the negation of 
true science. From this the patriotic spirit, race hatred, wars 
and armed peace, sonKtimes more disastrous than wars them¬ 
selves. From this the transfonnatiou of love into torment or 
sordid commerce. From this hatred, more or less disguised, 
rivalry, suspicion among ait men, insecurity and universal 
fear. 

We want to change radically such a state of affairs. And 
since all these ills have their origin in the struggle between 
men, in the seeking after well-bemg through one's own efforts 
and for oneself and against everybody, we waul to make 
amends, replacing hatred by k>ve. competition by sotidarity, 
the individual search for personal well-being by fraternal 
cooperation for the well-being of all, oppression and imposi¬ 
tion by liberty, the religious and pseudo-scientific lie by truth. 





Reuiew 


Therefore: 

K Abolition of private property Ln land« In raw jmtefiala 
and the inairuments of lahour^ so that no one ijhaU have 
the means of living by 'the eaploitatioii of the labour of 
others, and that everybody, being assured of the means 
to produce and to live, shall be [ruly independent and in 
a position to unite freely among tbemselves. for a com¬ 
mon objective and according to tbeir persona t sympathiesr 

2. Abolition of government and of every power which makes^ 
the law and imposes it on oihers; therefore abolition of 
monarchies, republics, partiamenls, armies, police forces^ 
jtiagistratbrcs and any institution whatsoever endowed 
with eoencive powers- 

3. Organisation of social life by means of free assentation 
and federatians of producers and consumers, created ajid 
modified according to the wishes of their menibers, 
guided by science and experience, and free from any 
kind of imposiiicn which does not spring from natural 
needs, to which everyone, convinced by a feeling of over¬ 
riding necessity, volbnEarily submits. 

4. The means of Jife, for development and well-being, will 
be guaranteed to children and all who are prevenied 
front providing for themselves. 

5. War on religions and all lies, even if they shelter under 
the cloak of science. Scientific instruction for all to 
advanced level. 

Wat on rivalries end patriolic prejudices. Abolition of 
frontiers^ brotherhood among all peoples. 

7. Reconstruction of the family, as will emerge from the 
practice of love, freed from every legal tie, from every 
ecojiomic and phy.stcal oppression, from every religious 
prejudiccn 
This is our ideal. 

2. Ways and Means 

We have outlined under a number of headings our objec¬ 
tives and the ideal for which we struggle. 

But it is not enough to desire something; if one rtaJJy 
wants it adequate means must be used to secure it. And these 
means are not arbitrary, but instead cannot but be conditioned 
by the ends wc aspire to and by the circumstances in which the 
struggle lakes place, for if we ignore the choice of means we 
woukl achieve other ends, possibly diametrically opposed to 
those we aspire to, and this would be the obvious and inevit¬ 
able consequence of our choice of means. Whoever sets out on 
the highroad and takes a wrong turning docs not go where 
he intends to go but where the road leads him. 

It is iherefore necessary to state what arc the means 
which in our opinion lead to our desired ends, and which we 
propose to adopt. 

Our ideal is not one which depends for its success cn the 
individual cousidered In isolation. The question k of chang¬ 
ing [he way of life of society as a whole; of establishin.g among 
men relationships based on love and soJidarily; of achieving 
the full material, moral and inteileciual development not for 
isolated individuals, or members of one class or of a particular 
political parly, but for ah mankind—and this is not .some¬ 
thing that can be imposed by force, but must emerge ihrough 
The cnlighEcned consciences of each one of us and be achieved 
with the free consent of all. 

Our first task therefore must be to persuade people. 

We must make people aware of the misfortunes they 
^Ifer and of their chances to destroy them. We must awaken 
sympathy in everybody for Ihc misfortunes of others and a 
warm desire for the good of all people. 

To those who are cold and hungry wc will demonstrate 
how possible and easy it could be to assure to everybody 
their material needs. To those who arc oppressed and despised 
we shall show how it is. possible to live happily in b world 
of people who are free and equal; To those who are tormented 
by hatred and bittetriess we wiIII point to the rtad that leads 
to peace and humBn warmth that comes through learning to 
love one's fellow beings- 

And when wc will have succeeded in arousing the seuM- 
meni of rebellion in the minds of men against the avoidable 
and unjust evils from which wc suJfer in society today, and in 


^’Citing ihem lo undcrsiand how they arc caused and how it 
depends on buman will to rid ourselves of them; and when 
we will have created a lively and strong desire in men to 
transform society for tfac good of all. then those who arc oon- 
vinced, will by their own efforts as well as by the example of 
those already convinced, unite and want to well as be able 
to act for their common ideals. 

As we have already pointed out. it would be ridiculous 
and contrary to our objectives to seek lo impose freedom, love 
among men and the radical development of human faculties, 
by means of force. One must ibereforc rely on the free will 
of others, and ail we can do is to provoke the developmertt 
and the expression of the will of the people. But it would be 
equally absurd and contrary to our aims to admit that those 
who do not share our views should prevent us from expressing 
our will, so long as it docs not deny them the same freedom. 

Freedom for alL therefore, to propagate and to experi¬ 
ment with their ideas, with no other limitation than that which 
arises naturally from the equal liberty of everybody, 

m * M 

But to this are opposed—^and with brute force—those 
who benefit from existing privileges and who today dominate 
and Control all social life, 

fn their hands they have all the means of production:; and 
thus they suppress not only the possibility of fra experimenta¬ 
tion in new ways of communal living, and the right of workers 
to live freely ^ their own cEfort'i. but also the right lo life 
itself; and they oblige whoever is not a boss to have to allow 
himself to be exploited and oppressed if he does not wish to 
die of hunger. 

They have police forces, a judiciary, and armies created 
for the express purpose of defending their privileges; and they 
persecute, imprison and massacre those who would want to 
abolish those privileges and who claim the means of life and 
liberty for everyone. 

Jealous of their present and immediate interests, cor¬ 
rupted by the spirit of domination,^ fearful of the future, they, 
the privileged class, are. generally Speaking incapable of a 
generous gesture; arc equally incapable of a wider concept of 
iheir interests. And it would be foolish to hope that they 
should freely give up property and power and adapt theru’ 
selves to living as equals and with those who today they keep 
in subjection. 

living aside the lessons of history twhich demonstrates 
that never has a privileged class divested itself of ail or some 
of its privileges, and never ha.s a government abandoned its 
power Unless obliged to do so by force or the fear of forccl, 
there is enough ooniemporafy evidence to convince anyone 
that the bourgeoisie and governments intend to use arritcd. 
force to defend themscEves, not only against complete expro¬ 
priation, but equally against the smallest popular demands, 
and arc always ceady to engage in the most atrocious persecu¬ 
tions and The bloodiest massacres. 

For (hose people who want to emancipate themselves* 
only one course Is open: that of opposing force with force. 

t * • 

It follows from what wc have said that we have to work 
to awaken in the oppressed the conscious desire for a radical 
social Lransformation, and to ^rsuade them that by uniting 
they have the strength to win, we must propagate our ideal 
and prepare the required material and moral forces to over¬ 
come those of the entruy, and to organise the new soclety. 
and when we will have the strength needed we must, by taking 
advantage of favourable circumstances as they arise, or which 
we can ourselves create, to make the social revolution, using 
force lo destroy the government and to expropriate the owners 
of wealth, and by putting in common the means of life and 
production, and by preventing the setting up of tiew govern¬ 
ments which would impose their will and to hamper the 
reorganisation of society by the people themselves, 

* ■ * 

All this is however less simple than it might appear at 
fi^rst sight. We have to deal with people as (hey are in society 
today* in ihc most miserable moral and material condition; 
and we would be deluding ourselves in thinking (hat propa¬ 
ganda is enough to raise them to chat level of intellectual 
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-“p.Ticni wbicb is nc«led to pul our ideas Lnlo tffect- 
Bct-j^een man and his sociai environnneni Ehcrf is a 
7e^:7r:cj! MtJi make society whai it is and society 

—^i-C' iren what they are* and Lbe result is therefore a kind 
circle. To transform society men must be changed, 
I transform men. society must be changed. 

Pi'-eriy bruiaEiscs inan. and to abolish poverty men must 
- social conscience and determinatcon- Slavery teaches 
men i> be slaves, and lo free oneself fiom slavery there is a 
r.ced for mcti who aspire lo liberty. Ignorance has the elf eel 
c: m^klnc men unaware of the causes of their misfortunes as 
>cli S', the means of overcoming them, and to do away with 
Ignorance people must have ihc time and the means to educate 
Lhemsetves 

Governments accustom people to submit to ihe Law and 
:o believe that Law rs essential to society; and to abolish 
govern men I men must be convinced of the uselessness and the 
harmfulness of government 

How docs one escape from this vicious circle ? 
Fortunately existing society has not been created by the 
'.^,^pired will of a dominaiing class, whicb has succeeded In 
reducing all its sub)ects to passive and urtconscious instni' 
ments of its interests. It is the result of a thousand internecine 
>'.raggles, of a thousand human and natural factors aeling 
LrLi:fercniJy„ without dircciivc criteria; and ihus there are no 
clear^ut divisions either between individuals or between 
c lasses. 

Innumerable are tfae variations in material conditions: 
;rr. jmcrablc sfe the degfeci Of moral and intellectual develop* 
merit: and not always—we would almost say very rarely, does 
’ite place of any individual in society correspond with his 
acdiHes and his aspirations. Very often individuals accuv 
:j'rr;cd lo conditions of comfort fall on hard times and others, 
through exceptionally favourable circumstances succeed in 
-z sir.g [hcmscives above the conditions into which they were 
TC,T A large proponion of the working class has already 
s^ceeded either in emerging from a stale of abject poverty. 
Of never in such a situation; no worker lo speak of, hods 
b-m^[f in a state of complete social unawareness, of complete 
acquiescence to the conditions imposed on him by the bosses, 
the same institutions, such as have been produced by 
contain organic contradictions and are like the germs 
Jeath, which as they develop result in the dis-^olutioo of 
;r-i::tutions and the need for transformation. 

From this the possibility of progress—but not the pos- 
-.bility of bringing all men to the necessary level to want, and 
:o Jichieve, anarchy, by means of propaganda, without a 
-rev'ous gradual transformation of the environment. 

Progress must advance contemporaneously and along 
u^rallel lines between men and their environment. We must 
advantage of all the mcunii. all the possibilities and the 
opportunities that the present environmcnl allows us to act 
jn our fellow men and to develop their consciences and their 
Ufm,:nds: we must use all advance in human consciences to 
.'’luce them lo claim and lo Impose those major social trans* 
fjn-mations which are possible and which effectively serve to 
: per the way to further advances later. 

Wc must not wait to achieve anarchy, in the meantime 
Ji.T'umg ourselves to simple propaganda. Were we to do ^ 
VNC would soon ci^haust our field of action; that is, we would 
have converted all those who in ihc existing environment arc 
susceptible to understand and accept our ideas, and our sub- 
ser^uent propaganda would fall on sterile ground; or if environ- 
memal transformations brought out new popular groupings 
capable of receiving new ideas, this would happen without 
Our participation, and thus would prejudice our ideas 

We must seek to get all the people, or differeni; sections 
of the people, to make demands, and impose itself and take 
for itself all the improvements and freedoms lhat it desires 
as and when it reaches the stale of wanting them, and the 
power lo demand them: and in a I way.s propagating all aspects 
of our programme, and always struggling for its complete 
realisation, we must push the people to want always more and 
to increase iu pressures, until it has achieved complete 
emancipatior' 


1 . Tub Economic Stauqgl^ 

The oppression which today impinges most directly OD 
the workers and which is the main cause of the moral and 
material frustrations under which they labour, is economk 
oppression, that is the exploitation to which boeses asd 
business men: subject them, thanks to their mooGply of all the 
most important means of production and distiibutioD- 

To destroy radically this oppression without any danger 
of it reu;merging, all people must be csonvincod of ±eir right 
to the means of production, and be prepared to exercise thU 
basic right by expropriating the land owners, the ludustiiaJuts 
and hnajicicrs, and putting all social wealth at the disposal of 
the people. 

But can this expropriation be put intO' effect today ? Can 
we today pass directly, without intcnnBdiaic steps, from the 
hefl in which the workers now find themselves to the paradise 
of common property ? 

Facts demonstrate what the workers arc capable of today. 

Our task is the moral and material preparaijon of the 
people for this essential expropriation; and to attempt it again 
and again, every time a revolutionary unbeaval offers us the 
chance to, until the firnaJ triumph. But in what way can we 
prepare the people ? In what way must one prepaie the con¬ 
ditions which make possible not only the material fact of 
expropriation, but the utilisation to everybody's advootage of 
the common wealth ? 

We have already said that spoken and writteti propa¬ 
ganda alone cannot win over lo our ideas the mass of the 
people. A practical education is needed, which must be 
alternately cause and effect in a gradual iransfonnatloit of the 
environment. Parallel with the workers developing a sense of 
rebeilion against the injustices and useless sufferings of which 
they are the victims, and the desire to better their conditions, 
they must be united and mutually dependent in the struggle 
to achieve their demands. 

And we as anarchists and workers, must incite and en¬ 
courage them to struggle, and join Ihcm in their struggle. 

But are these improvements possible in a capitalist 
regime 7 Are they useful from the point of view of a future 
complete emancipation of the workers 7 

Whatever may be the practical results of the struggle for 
immediate gains, the greatest value lies in the struggle itself. 
For thereby workers Icam that the bosses interests arc Opposed 
to theirs and that they cannot improve their conditions, and 
much less emancipate themselves, except by uniting and 
becoming stronger than the bosses, [f they succeed in geiting 
what they demand, they will be better off: they will cam 
more, work fewer hours and will have more time and energy 
to relieci on the things that matter to them, and wilt immed¬ 
iately make greater demands and have greater needs. Ff they 
do not succeed they will be led to study the causes of their 
failure and recognise the need for closer unity and greater 
activity and they will in the end undersLand that to make their 
victory secure and definitive, it is necessary to destroy capital¬ 
ism. The revolutionary cause, the cauti of the moral eleva- 
lion and emancipation of ibe workers must benefit by the fact 
that workers unite and struggle for their interests. 

But, once again, can the workers succeed k really improv¬ 
ing their conditions in the present state of society 7 

This depends on the tonffucnce of a great number of 
circumstances. 

tn spite of whal some say, there exists no natural law flaw 
of wages) which determines what part of a worker's labour 
should go to him: ot if one wants to formulate a law, it could 
not be but that: wages cannot norinaEly be less than whst is 
needed to maintain life, nor can they normally rise such that 
no profit margin is left to the bossr 

It is clear that in the first case workers would die, and 
therefore would slop drawing any wages, and in the second 
the bosses would slop employing labour and so would pay no 
more wages. But between these two Impossible extremes ^tre 
is an iuhnite scale of degrees ranging from the miserable con¬ 
ditions of many land workers to the almost respectable condi¬ 
tions of skilled workers in the large cities. 

Wages, hours and other conditions of employemcnt are 
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ihc I'csult of ihc beiween bosses and workers, Hib 

former try to give the worken as little as possible and get 
them to work themselves to the boncL the latter try, or should 
try 10 work as little, and cam as mueh, as possible. Where 
workers accept any conditions, or even being discontented, do 
not know how to pyt up clfectivc resistance to the bosses 
demands, they are soon reduced to bestial conditions of life. 
Where, instead, they have ideas as to how human beings 
should live and know how to )oin forces, and through refusal 
to work or ihc latent and open threat of rebelLon, to win the 
bosses respect, in such cases, they are treated in a relatively 
decent way. One can therefore say that within certain limits, 
the wages he gets arc what the worker inot as an individual, of 
course, but as a class) demands. 

Through struggle, by resistance against the bosses, there¬ 
fore. workers can up to a certain point, prevent a worsening 
of their conditions as well as obtaining real iniprovciticnt. 
And the hii^tary of the workers' movemerit has already demon'^ 
straled this truth. 

One must not however exaggerate the importance of this 
struggle between workers and bosses conducted exclusively in 
the economic field. Bosses can give in, and often they do in 
face of forcefully expressed demands so long as the demands 
are not too great; but if workers were to make demands (and 
it is imperative that they should) which would absorb all the 
bosses profits and be in clfcci an indirect form of expmpria' 
tion. it is certain that the bosses would appeal to the goverm 
ment and would seek to use forte to oblige the workers to 
remain in iheir state of wage slavery. 

And evert before, long before workers can expect to 
receive the full product of their labour, the economic struggle 
becomes impotent as a means of producing the intprovcmcnis 
in living standards. 

Workers produce everything and without them life would 
be Impossible; ihcrcfOTC il would seem that by refusing to 
work they could demand whatever they wanted. But the union 
of all workers, even in one parrtcular trade, and in one 
country is difficult lo achieve, and opposing the union of 
workers are the bosses organisatiotis Workers live from day 
to day, and if they do not work they soon find themselves with^ 
out fcNod; whereas the bosses, because they have money, have 
access to all the gotKis in stock and can therefore hack arid 
Wail untirhunger reduces their employees to a more amenable 
frame of mind. The invention or the introduction of new 
machinery makes workers redundant and adds to the large 
army of unemployed, who are driven by hunger to sell their 
labour at any price Irnmigration immedtafely creates proh- 
]cm.s in the countries where better working conditions exist, 
for the hordes of hungry workers, willy nilly, offer the bosses 
an opportunity to depress wages all round And all these facts, 
which necessarily derive from the capitalist system, conspire 
In counteracting and often delroying advances made in work' 
ing class ccmirCioiisncs,^ and soEidarity, And in every case the 
overriding fad remains that produciion under capitailism is 
organ i.sed by each capita list for his ncr’sonaE profil and not. as 
would be naiural, to salisfy the needs of the workers in ihe 
best possible way. Hence the chaos, the wasie of human 
cffori. the organised scarcity of goods, useless and harmful 
occupations, uncmployincnt. abandoned land, under^use of 
plant and so on, all evils which cannot be avoided except by 
depriving the capitalisLs of the means of production and. il 
follows, the organisation of production. 

Soon then, those workers who want to free them selves, or 
even only to effectively improve their conKliiioiis. will be faced 
with the need to defend themselves from the government, with 
the need to attack the government, which by legalising the 
right to property and protecting it with brute force, constiiutes 
a barrier to human progress, which must be beaten down wiih 
force if one docs not wish, lo remain indefinitely under present 
condifions or even worse. 

From ibe economic struggle one must pass Id the political 
struggle, that is to Ihe struggle against governraeni; and instead 
of opposing the capitalist millions with the workers' few 
pennies scraped together with dlERcuIiy, one must oppose the 
rifles and guns which defend property with the more cficclivc 


means that the people will be able to find to defeat force 
by force. 

4. Tnr PoLtncAi. Stkuccle 

By the political snuggle wc tncao the struggle againii 
governmem. Government is the £tisttnbit of all those individ¬ 
uals who bold the reins of power, however acquired, to make 
the law and to impose It on the governed, that is the public, 

Qovenunent is the conseqiuencc of the Spirit of dominn^ 
tion and violence with which some men have imposed theii> 
selves on other, and is at the same Uioe the creaiure as well 
as the creator of privilege and its natural defender, 

ft is wrongly said ^at today government performs the 
function of defender of capitalism but that once capitalism is 
abolished it would become the Tcprcscntaiive and administra^ 
tor of the general interest In the first place capitalism will not 
be destroyed until the workers, having rid themselves of 
govemntent. rake possession of all social wealth and thetH' 
selves organise prc^uction and consumption in the inttresta 
of everybody without watting for the initiative to come from 
government which, however willing to comply, would be in¬ 
capable of doing so. 

But there is a further quesdon^ if capitalism were to be 
dcsttoyed and a government were to be left in office, the 
government, through the concession of all kinds of privileges, 
would create capitalism anew for, being unable lo please 
everybody it would need an economicaBy powerful class lo 
<[upport it in return for the legal and material prDicClion it 
w'ould receive. 

Consequently privilege cannot be abolished and freedom 
and equalLiy established fiTmly and definitely without abolish¬ 
ing government—not this or that government but the very 
instituiion of govemment. 

As in all questons of general interest, and especially this 
one. the consent of the people as a whole is needed, and theie- 
forc Wc must strain every nerve to persuade the people that 
jovernmenl is useless as well as harmful, and that wc enn 
livx: better lives without govern menL 

But, as we have repeated more than once, propaganda 
alone is impotent to convince everybody—and if we were to 
want lo limii ourselves to preaching against government, and 
in [he meantime waiting supinely for the day when the public 
will be convinced of the possibility and value of radically 
destroying every kind of government, then thai day would 
never come. 

While preaching against every kind of government, and 
demanding compleie freedom, wc rnyvi support all struggles 
for partial freedom, because we are convinced that one leams 
through struggle, and ibat once one begins to enjoy a little 
freedom one ends by wanting it all. Vk'e musi always be with 
the people, and when wc do not succeed in getting them lo 
demand a lot we must still seek to gel them to want something: 
and wc must make every effort to get them to understand ihai: 
however much or iitllc ihcy may demand should be obtained 
by [heir own efforts and that they should despise and detest 
whoever is pan □!, or aspires to. government. 

Since govern men i today has the power, through the legal 
system, to regulate daily life and to broaden or re.strict the 
liberty of [he citizen, and because ’^e are still unable to tear 
this power from its grasp, we must seek to reduce its power 
and oblige governments to use it in ihc least harmful ways 
possible. But this wc must do alwityv remaining outside, and 
against, government, putting pressure on it through agitation 
in the streets, by threatening to take by force what wc demand. 
Never must vve accept any kind of legislative position, be it 
national or local, for in so doing we will neutralise the efftc- 
[ivencss of our activity as well as betraying the future of our 
cau.se. 

* * * 

The struggle againhc government in the last- analysis, is 
physical, material. 

Governments make the bwv They must therefore dispose 
of the material forces 1 police and army) to impose the law. 
for otherwise only those who wanted to would obey it, and 
it Would no longer be the law* but a simple .series of sugges¬ 
tions which all would be free to accept Of reject. GovcrnmcPis 
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have ihis power, however, and use ii ihrough ilie law. lo 
strengthen their power, as well as to serve the iniercsts of the 
ruling classes, by oppressing and explotting the workers. 

The only limit to the oppressbo of government is the 
power with which the people show themselves capabk of 
opposing it. Conflict may be open or latent, but it always 
cniits since the government does not pay attention to discon¬ 
tent and popular resistance escept when it is faced with the 
danger of insurrection. 

When the people meekly submit to the law* or their 
protests are feeble and confined to words, the government 
studie.s its own interests and ignores ihc needs of the people; 
when the protests are lively, insistent, threatening, the govern¬ 
ment, depending on whether it is more or less understanding, 
gives way or resorts to repression. But one always comes back 
to insurrection, for if the government does not give way. the 
people will end by reheSting: and if the government does give 
way, then the people gain confidence irr themsetves and make 
ever increasing demands, uniil such time as the ineompaiibility 
bclw ten freedam and authority becomes clear and the violent 
struggle is engaged. 


It is Eherefore necessary to be prepared, morally and 
inacerTally, so that v/htT\ thi^ does happen the people will 
emerge victorious 



A successful insurrection is the most potent factor in the 
emancipation of the people, for once the yoke has been shaken 
off, the people are free to provide themselves with those inst^ 
tutions which they think best, and ihc rime lag between 
passing the law and the deercc of civilisation which the mass 
of the population ha.s, attained, is breached in one leap. The 
insurrection determines the revolution, that is, the speedy 
emergence of the latent force.s built up during (he “ evolu- 
lionary ” period. 

Everything depends on what the people are capable of 
warning. 

fn oast insurrections unaware of the real reasons for their 
mi.sfortunes, they have always wanted very little, and have 
obtained very little. 

Whai will they want in the nest insurrection ? 

The answer, in part, depends on our propagarKla and 
what efforts we put into it. 

We shall have to push the people to expropriate the bosses 
and put alt goods in common arid organise their daily lives 
themselves, through freely constituted associations, without 
Waiting for orders from outside aiKl refusing to nominate or 
recognise any government or constituted body in whuEcver 
guise tconsiiiuent. dictatorship. etcJ even in a provisional 
capacity, which ascribes to itself the right to lay down the law 
and impose with force its will on otherSH 

And if the mass of the population will not respond to Our 
appeaF we must—in the name of’the right we have to be free 
even if others wish to remain slaves and because of the force 
of exampie—put into effect as rnany of our ideas as we can, 
refuse to recognise the new government and keep alive 
resistance and seek that those localities where our ideas arc 
received with sympathy should constitute themselves into 
anarchist communities, rejiecling all governmental interference 
and establishing free agreements with other communities 
which wuni to live their O'f/n lives, 

We shall have to, above all. oppose with every mi;ans the 
re-establish men I of the police and the aimed forces, and use 
any opportunity to incite workers in non anarchist localises 
to take advantage of the absence of repressive forces to imple¬ 
ment the most far reaching demands that we can induce (hem 
to make, 

And however ihings may go, to continue (he s(rug£le 
against the potssessrng class and the rulers without respite, 
having always in mind the complete economic, political and 
moral emancipation of all mankind. 

5, Conclusion 

What we want, therefore, is the complete desiruedon of 
the domination and expioitation of man by rr^n; we want men 
United as brothers by a Conscious and desired solidarity, all 
cooperating voluntarily for the well-beini of all; we want 
society to be constituted for the purpose of supplying every¬ 
body with the means for achieviiyg the tnaximum well-being, 
the maximum possible moral and spiritual devdopmentL we 
want bread, freedom. love, and science for everybody. 

And in order to achieve these all important ends, it is 
necessary in out Opinion that the means of produedon should 
he at tlie disposal of everybody and that no man, or groups 
of men. should be in a posidoji io oblige others to submit to 
their will or to exercise their influence other than through the 
power of reason and by example. 

Therefore: expropriation of landowners and capitalists 
for the benefit of all; and abolition of governmenL 

And while waiting for the day when this can be achieved: 
the propagation of our ideals; unceasing struggle, violent or 
non-violent depending on the drcutnstiinces, against govefft' 
ment and against the boss class to conquer as much teedom 
and well-being as we can for the benefit of everybody. 


Reprinted from 
'Mk la testa —Life an(3 Ideas’, 
compiled, edited and translated by 
Vernon Richards^ Freedom Press £2, 
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BOMK ti me agv I wrote In FREEDOM about the first issue of 
Acarchy CoKijca^ Welt* you can stop holding your breath 
tor the aecontf issue ts about to hit the streets - f^ist as soon 
as our custom and excise scum let it out of the London docks. 

It's got 34 bursting with wit, aavage satire, violence, 

beauty and art, it's Inter national, artists from Hollywood, 
Holland, Ger many, France, San Francisco and Camberwell 
Green (that^s In South LondQii, where I live* U you can call 
It living) havlTig contributed to show the world that not only 
do anarchists tiave a sound theoretical perspective on stuff 
but also titit they can draw pacturesJ 

Haturally enough, tlie editor of Anarchy Comics , Jay Kinney, 
has given himself and his writer, F&ul Maurides, more pages 
than any other artist > 11 images in fact - but that^s the sort of 
thing you get to do when you're an edit^. But, sour grap^:^ 
aside, their 3-^ge strip which, as as I can decipher, is 
titled 'Kultur DoKuments', is quite brilliant. 

In all, thf're are 10 strips, Steve Stiles On the Wpbhlies* 
Sharon Rudabc on 'ftjculiar Institutions^, the aiore^TiHcned 
'Kuitur Dohuments', a coUaburation between me and Bert 
Brecht (he dead daw) called 'The Bulk Freighter', which, 
though T say so myself, Is pretty good, if not the ^best" thing 
In the whole sordid mess. Next comes a striking B -page 
biography of great proletarian hero Buenaventura Durrutl, 
which has got everything a good comik strip should ha^'C, 
written and drawn by Spain, 

Then there's a wlerd one, by ffeter Pontiac, called 'Romant¬ 
ic Anarchy'; he's from Holland, 1 don’t like this strip at all, 
sec what you think. Let's just call it a peraonat statement and 
leave It there. That's followed by a very witty little thing by 
Jay Kjpncy [tho editor) which goes under the no me oi ‘Radical 
Ref lections', laughf T nearly wet myaolf. 

Then there's 'The YlppTes at the Exchange’, yet another 
chapter In ‘Liberty through the Ages' by the French pi-lr, 
EptstoUer and Trublin. They did the strip on 'Kronstadt' tn 
Anarchy Ccunix 1. This new atrip Isn't up to the sfendard of 
the 'Kron'^tadt' strip but It's still better than a slap in the face 
with a wet fish. 


RAIHGAL nftLEINO 


Freedom to Roam, by Howard HIH, pb. Moorland 


HCAVARD HILL is a veteran of the struggles to secure and 
maintain access 'without lot or hindrance' to the commons, 
moors and mountains of Britain. Hia book. T he Freedom to 
Roam, details the history at this struggle from the ^nllemen's 
Clubs of the iSth conticry through the working class ramblers 
clubs, associations and federations up to tlw contemporary 
campaigns. He takes the story back to Its economic and social 
origins and in doing so raises important points about the ufle 
of land, the effects of InduatrlaUaatlon, the quality of life 
and about the struggles of the ramblera to reassert and retain 
the tradltioiHl commoners' rights of 'air and exercise'. 

Hill begins with the effects of the industrial revolution which, 
in creating vast conurtAttons and slums, cut off the working 
population from all contact with Its roots in the countryside, 
and forced them to worh In tho miserable conditions of the 
factories, A very early form of revolt against this life wa& 
shown by poets such as Keats and Wordsworth, but aa Hill 
points out, .Unliloe the Hterary flguree of the eighteenth 


After that comes a quite wonderful serlea of panels by 
Melinda Gebbte - lovely fluid drawings around quotes from 
Emma Goldman, very beauHfuL Again, jay Kinney quips 
away (he'9 the editor) on the last page on the subject of 'comm¬ 
odity fetishism', a topic that Jay has obviously glifen a great 
deal of thought to, for make no mistake, behind Jay’s little 
jokes and gags there are some real oerfous points to bo madej 
I cannot leave An archy Comics 2 without a word on the back 
Cover* An hllartdus" poriralt of Chairman Mag fbe dead now) 
by Paul Maurldes. It's also available as a poster In full colour, 
large format fgr S3. 50 post paid, from the same address as 
A narc hy Comtes. last Gasp^ B. O* Box 212. Berkeley, Califs 
ornia, 94701 USA* 


Anarchy Comics 2, 75 p* Is available from radical bookshops 
□r from HassleTree DlstrlbuHcin, Unit 6, Kenaal Town ^S'utks, 
KensalRoad, W.IQ, Lirrilon (postage extra). Or from 'Last 
Gasp' for $1,25, 


CUFF HARPER 


Toward a Humour bitemational 


PAUL BUHI£ of the magaxine Cultura l Correspondence aEid 
jay Kinney, editor of Anarchy Comics , have fseued a call to 
'radical and progressLve humorlsls’^Hmoughout the world to 
’'coalesce and know eachothor better, exchange jokes and 
cartoons and inspiration”, and to "make our hunwjr us univ¬ 
ersal as the 'promise of the human spirit". 

Buhle and Kinney jnlnt o^rt In their call that "true hutr^jr, 
reckless and untrammeled. is the enemy oi ev^ry boss ird 
bureaucrat, every exploiter and opponent of freedom across 
the world”. They go on say that graflttl, gags about one's 
supervlser, foreman or cop, bitter jibes about politicians and 
the rich are permitted in jeats but would be denied or srjppr^ss 
ed as political information. 

They appeal for people to add their names to the call 
which will be published in the sprltig/Bummer issue of Oa ltoral 
Ccrrc s ponde neC. 

As the~actlvlt[ea and giggles of the 'Internatioital Humor 

Movement' unfold, we will hritig yoa views via these cores. 

The sysEem that makes o-jt jobs a joke* makes our jokes 
a jobl 

CUFF harper 


and nineteenth centuries, the working Claes could neither 
desert the towns to live in the countryside nor spend weeks 
wfl Iklog through it . *, 

The working classes had often only their Surjdky off \r. whlc-". 
to enjoy the eountrystde and to refresh themseIves before 
facing another week’s exploitation and life in the overcrowded 
town. Moreover, Ihe expansion of the towns and the onclosurea 
Conti tiually reduced access to such open epicea as were near¬ 
by. 

The earnest rambling clubs were the Gentlemen's Clubs of 
tile 1940s, 'These were the first to meet the opposition of 
gamekeepers and landowners, 'These clubs owed some thine to. 
the Whig tradition but comprised Vos pa eta hie' citizens - 
Industrialists and professloral psople. As they were reUTJrelv 
few In tiumlier and of the upper end of tl* soetal scale* they 
were more able to circumvent the opposition of garoekeepers 
than some of their lowlier successors. HlU quotee an escamgk- 
of oi» such confrontation where the gentlemanly rambler a 
threw off the unwelcome attenHon of a gamekeeper by chantlrj; 
a legal formula: , ,We hereby give you notice [hst we do 

not, nor doth any of us, claim any right of way or other ease- 
me nt Into or ovcr thcse lands and wo tend you this shilllr,g ta,' 
way of amendg_" 

However, the Itrst real Itght for access by ordinary people 
to the ancient rights of 'air and exercise' occmred On fce very 
doorstep of IkJndon, This movement began in the 184f>s to 
jffevent further encroachments on common tand, specifically 
to prevent sales of the commons to s^tacutatj^-e builders. The 
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CffTDinonfland OpcnSpiccs Pr^aet-va t£ on 5oCtetywag formed 
in. 1865 but Hill nabsa Lt was a popular praleat resuldns: 
from the jatUn^ of three labourers for exerclsliig commoners^ 
rights tn Epplng Forest that led to the victory of the society. 

Oh 10 J^ivember 1879 5-flOOO people turned out to j^rform 
thetr right to lop h-ees, Thtfl 'direct action^ led to the restor¬ 
ation of 3000 acres of land and the dsclaratton by Queen 
Victoria In 1382 that the forest was to be open to the public 
'without lei or hindrance'* [n 1886 the Forest Rainblers Club 
was formed to walk. Hilt quotes, -Ihroug-h Epping Forest and 
report ohatructions we have seen”. 

The encioaern of Epplng Forest were not the only threat; the 
upland luoors and was^tes of the north, particularly the ftfsit 
district, the f^nnlnes and Scotland, saw much land taken over 
and used for grouse shooting and cfeer forests* The landowners 
denied access* closed footpaths and rights of way. From 
1045 the Rirhts of Wav Society operated to stop Illegal clos¬ 
ures of footpaths. 1347 saw the 'Battle of Glen Till' - a clash 
between an Edinburgh professor and the Duke of Atholl's 
Keepers* The society was victorious In the resulting legal 
dispute, 

The most imiKictant developnoent In the stuggle for access 
and one into which Hill goes at some length* was the growth 
of working people's rambling clubs. These clubs and EocletleB 
were formed In most industrial towns* and organlsationa such 
as the Sheffield Clarrion Rainblerg and the Britieh Workers 
Sports Federation formed the tasia for the access campiigns 
and Mass Trespasses of the period ISOO - 193s. There wore 
numerous other socialist and workers' rambling organlsatfons 
and groups involved in thesa caippiigns. 

Thes rambling groups flourished In the industrlaUsed 
regions of Lancashire* Yortrshlre and Nottinghamshire, areas 
bordering directly on the l^ak district. The m,T.ss trespass 
campaign grew out of the contiinjfid refusal of landowners of 
this re^on, both of the grouse moor and water works variety, 
to allow large scale acocES. A series of parliamentary bills 
between 1834 and 1938 failed to the House of Commons 
and apart from scarce 'permit' holders few were alioed on 
the moors. 

Naturally a p-eat many ramblers ignored such legal nice¬ 
ties aniJ walked on the moors \1sitfng claghea with gamokeep- 
ers* Tt is the story of the struggle to gain legal rights of 
access to various sites in the J^ak district which is the moat 
importaut section of Hill's book* 

He unfolds the claesle tale of a campuigo, - the advocates 
of direct ftctlon by mass tresi^gs on the one hand and the 
advCMjates of 'moderation' and 'negotiation' on the other, 
facing a unUormiy hostile attitude from landowners. It wag 
the campaign of mass trespassing which created wide public 
support lor "acoess'. By the 1930s the 'rambling craie' 
led 10* 000 people to the Beak district ev^ery weekend. The 
rambling clubs grew significantly and began pressurising 
for access* setting up committees for the purpose. 

Since 1926 there had been annual ramblers demonstrations 
at the Wlnh^ts l^ss, Castleton, Derbyshire and in 1926 
000 attended. The two most significant events were the 
tresfsseee on Kinder Scout and Abbey Brook In 1932. As a 
result of the first, organised by the British Workers Sports 
Federation* six pi^opic were arrested. At their trial in Derby 
five were found guilty af Viotously assembling to disturb the 


public' and imprisoned* Such a 'miscarriage' aroused much 
popular IndlgT^tlOn, but even such popular support did not 
prevent people wUhtn the ramblers' movement such as Chubb 
from trying to achieve by parliamentary action tiat which 
the ramblers were already taking by direct action* 

Chubb, the secretary ol the Commons* Open Spaces and 
Fottpaths Rreservatiori Socle^, did not approve or support 
the magg trespasses* He sided with the view that such action 
was irresponsible and wrong when negotiation was under way. 
Chubb supporte'd the Creech Jones acesae bill of 1938 - so 
ea^r were he and Jones tO' see the bill ott the statute book 
that they a Hewed its total eir&eculatlofi and even the iTicIuston 
of the '^es^ss clause; the bill threatened to make ramblers 
Into 'criminals.'. 

The second world war put a stop to immediate developments 
and the second bill, passed in 1949* was an improvement 
with the creation of natlortal pirks. Both bills had sou^t 
'access agreements'. The first fl938) made the ramblers 
foOtthe cosl^whlch they couldn't afford* short of banicruptcy. 
The second bill (1949) shifted this to local authorities, 
ard the rates. However* in terms ol access 'without let or 
hindrance' even the act of 1949 was a failure. Only One 
dilrd of the Beak district is open; the vast najority of 
Britain's upland is open by suffrance and not ^ right. And 
this position Is stf IL a preoarlous one. 

Demonstration and direct actfon aided the gaining of 
access in other areas, notably the Forest of Dow^nd* 
which Hill considers pirt of a conttnuing Hght. There are 
trends within the rambling movement which are worthy ol 
more consideration than Hill gives them. In his chapter on 
the future of the dangers of over-use, the erosion of piths 
on moors and mountains* but he does not seem to see die 
social consequences of the hill walking/climbing tourist 
industry which, while it may bring valuable mor^y arid 
employment to regions such as North Wales and the Lakes, 
has also brought second home ownership and the desertion 
of vHlaRea. The sport Itsetf is Increasingly cominerciaUsed* 
thpe admirable attempts on Everest becoming little more tten 
advertising stunts for the equipment firms. The sport Is 
being 'used’ to in ever greater degree by organisations such 
as the scouts/ guides* police cadets, churches* the Duke ol 
Edinburgh award scheme* which all seek to ag si mi late 
yciuth to their own warped Ideologies* This ta a perversion 
of an otherwise bbera^ng and pleasant pistlme* 

Nevertheless the majority Of those involved In the aport 
rely on self organisation and mutual aid In the form of 
rambling clubs* federations and climbing clubs. Mutual aid 
Stretches to great lengths fn the activities of the volunteers 
who form the mounbilrL rescue teams which h&ve saved so 
many lives in Brifaln'e wild country* 

Ramblers and climbers are stfU prepared to defy taws 
and trespass to secure ’access'* Even ^st year saw attempts 
to prevent access to the Roaches escarpment In Derbyshire. 
Direct action survives in other forms; It was two climbers 
who recently scaled Nelson's column to put an anti.af^rtheld 
banner on top. Hie direct action tradition of the mass b’es- 
passers of the 1930 b - well illustrated by this book - is not 
dead. 

JON SIMCOCK 
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Review 


Step forwards or sideways 


A CRITIQUE OF THE ANAPCHET MANIFESTO 'A REAL 
MOTION OF CEKBURE' OF MARCff lat. “ 


IT Lb impUciE that any poUtfcal creed that &eeiEB 

to gain general acceptance must be seep to re^caont some- 
thing more than a phtloaopJiy of life or polLtlcB^ Winning 
argumentsTPith Individuals and screaming's 'aeh the state’, ” 
are not enough to lonti a sinall and strong foundation upon 
which to build an anarchic society, We^ as anarchists, must 
seek to develop Issues on every level ol society, to demon- 
strata thataiarchlsm Is the onjy |3hil0S0[^y that will allow 
people to develop their full pomntial In harmony with Qie real 
of life on our planet. Furthermore, as tlie keepers of wtat 
v?e believe to be the only hope for humankind we must be 
scrupulously honest and not dodge any facet of life that other 
philosophies believe they have a monopoly on. Aa such^ the 
'anarchisl manifesto’ as I have dubbed It was a brave^ If 
naive attempt to Ignite tbe Fuse of the amrchlst moverlent, 
but one that Is doomed to failure. 

A banner about which wc can group ouiselves must fulfill 
at Least three criteria; an am lysis of our beliefs, a demon¬ 
stration of the failures of the state auUiorilarlan philosophies 
and a determined and Forceful develop^nent of Issues upon 
which we can campaign. Anything less will not be coherent 
and therefore will not be Identined with anarchism. Such 
was the ’anarchist manifesto of March 1st’; It only shook 
hands with the tatter of these three basic tenets^ raising 
unconnected and underveloped issues^ playing with the 'what' 
and never asKfng ‘why‘3 For too long anarchy has been for 
the hearts of men and women and for the minds of Sntollect- 
ualfl. Now Is the time to unleash tfi&t potent force, the 
reasoned *why’^ of the working men and women of the world. 
Whori humankind starts asking ’why' then and only then 
shall we be able to dismantle tbe state and build a real 
future. 

In the Beginning 

Our sbirtlng point, therefore, must be to ask ’why' as 
often ns possible and secondly En criticise an y answer we arc 
given. The tertiary singe must be to provide our own answers. 

C REDO ANARCHY 

Central to the anarchist theme are the beliefs that the 
state Is Inherently wrong and that all men and women should 
be free and equal. A constant correlation between liberty 
and wellbeing of alt men and women is commitment to these 
baste tenets. Everything else In the anarchist philosophy 
stems from these Ideas. 

An extrapolation from this must conclude that ^Uj^Lng the 
state does is wrong. What about the welfare state ? The 
welfare state Is a tranquiUlser that dulls the anger of those 
casiialtfes of the state-s avaricious ness. If they really cared 
all those producing the non essential garbagie that Is rammed 
down our throats^ all those trapped in the numbing routine 
of the distribution and exchange system and all toose discard¬ 
ed Uite the wrapper from your Cadbury’s Dairy Bolysaturate 
would be free to produce enough for themselves and their 
deipndents, and having 'conquered bread' they would be at 
liberty to enloy life. 

Any 'manlfeslo' must be based around this central idea 
that the state le wrong, but please don't fall into the trap 
of acce pttng It; FIND OUT: If U Is possible develop your 
own ideas by arguing points with Marxists and capita lists 
aUks. If they come up with a point you cannot answer, 
concede it for the time being and rattonallse It later. Come 
tip with an answer and then If they knock that down, do It 
again* That Is the only way you will Identlly your own pur¬ 
pose and that Is the only use lor thU kind of debate. 


THE STATE AS AN ASSEMBLY LINE CONTROL 

—--- 

The essential pirt of any Control syatem 16 the software 
developmenL Thla l6 done by the programmer, and it w ould 
not stretch my analogy ta say that the programmes of the 
slate are the manipulators ot caoltal. It is their dtjranda 
that are catered tor In both capitalist and slate capita list 
or authoritarian socialist societies. Tbe fact that capita list 
societies have a more sophisticated system that dlsir^ls^s 
where the real power lies, than do Marxist societies, is 
irrelevant. They both produce surpluses of non-essemUiS 
to cater for fictitious demands* 

Tbe central processing units are the parts of the 
which examines these demands and produces the right slrri 
of signals to activate the panpherals which do the actual 
work on the automated asscmly line. The governmertial ey*".- 
Cm is the central processing unit and the laws and regulat:or.s 
are the slgials. We are the parlpherals. 

The basic difference between the Manrtsts and the 
isEs Is that the former wish to sack the programrrerr pj: 
their own people In Charge - the computer Stab'S. I say. 
melt the bloody totug down and let us get cm with 
what we need* 

The failures of the stetist theories lie In their very Tat^rrta; 
they all want to hand an altatrosB around our nec<a. Thf 
state costs us sweat and is designed Bpeclllcally t? nEOrfi* 
those who control It. Wo must ask* why is the state ir ?sr,5;* 
ence^ It does us no good. What does the slate give era; we 
could not get selves with less toll? Nothing* 
clear and resounding cry. 

TOWARDS A CONCERTED EFFORT 
fOr how to blow the viitstle on the stete ) 

We must realise that In reality there are three irtrdi tf 
people on this earth: anarchists; those who have not ;.-et 
been converted to anarchism; and those who must 
to Itve out Itetr lives in peace without being allowed t: 
society* 

The first and second categories will one day mer^ a:id 
form a new world; the third must be told. You taive dorse 
wrong, but we shall never seek retribution* But l junre :7-o 
far ahead. Flratly we must seek to hrlng about tela sste :i 
allairs. 

To the committed aisirchtat T will be brlel* for my appea'. 
is not to you but through you. Task you only to hve 
anarchlste: do whatevery you can to disrupt the state, a ad 
enjoy yourselves. If human beings haw a purpose tt n-uri rc- 
to enjoy themselves. The anarchist, however* does not dr :: 
at the expense of others. 

To campaign we must Start at both the top and the bottlin';. 
E)£ 3 mtne the inroads of the stetB on your locality and =r: rp 
workshops lo campaign against them* Seek to ahandorL the 
committee mentality and encourage total participation. 

On a wider level we musl always be flexible In o-zr ap;H-ofecr. 
and rigid In Out gcfll. Thefesues mentioned on March are 
good Issues upon which to start cami^lgna. but It must te 
emphasised that we are different. We are anarchists. 

Many anarchists, believe that eventually we must undergo 
some process ot sacrifice that la eqi.^1 to our coirzrltmev.. 

This is wrong* We must aay: No way are my brother? =ni 
sisters or myself going to suffer* Stick two fingers -jp 2 : 
authority and enjoy youraelvcs. 

MARTIN GAUAFAU 

• The reference is to the ectltortal*'A Real Motion oi Cenaure' 
in the March Ist. issue qf FREEDOM, Thla was not, ?f c yjse. 
Intended as a manifesto, or it would ha\'e Included poinia that 
Mar bn raises here. Eds. 












